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TESTIMONIAL DINNER 
TO 

THE HONORABLE MAXIM M. LITVINOFF 
. . ,. ' ,. 

WALDORF ASTORIA, NEW YORK 
NOVEMBER 24, 1933 

INTRODUCTORY ~EMARKS 
by 

COLONEL HUGH L COOPE~ 
~resident, The American-Russian ChambeT of Commerce 

Ladies and Gentlemen:-

In behalf of The American-Russfan Chamber 
of Commerce and The American Russian In
stitute, I welcome you all to this dinner. 

The capacity attendance here this evening 
indicates the wide-spread interest in the United 
States in the restoration of the traditional 

~ friendship between the American and Russian 
people. Heve are gathered together leaders of 
American business and cultural life, assembled 
to honor the envoy of a great republic and a 
great people. 

I have been more fortunate than some Amer
icans in having had an opportunity, during .the 
past seven years, to meet the leaders of the 
Soviet Government and to observe at first-hand 
the tremendous work now being carried out 
under their plans and leadership. Anyone who 
has had this experience must admire the zeal 
and devotion to the vast scope of human en
deavor that is exemplified in the aspirations of 
these leaders of the Soviet Government. 

I want to take this occasion to say a word 
about Mr. Josef Stalin, a man whose name will 
go down in history as one of the foremost 
leaders of all times. While I may honestly 
disagree in some respects with his political and 
social philosophy, I say to you here and now 
that I wholeheartedly admire his unselfish, un
tiring efforts to raise the standards of living 
of the 160,000;000 people within the confines of 
the Soviet Union. 

The ,Soviet Union represents about one-sixth 
of the earth's landed area, on which there exists 
natural resources far greater in value than the 
known natural resources of the balance , of 
Europe. The remaining five-sixths of the 
earth's area is puttering along in various de
grees of social and economic difficulties under 
the leadership of over a hundred governments. 
You therefore get some idea of the comparative 

\ 

responsibility resting on Mr. S~alin',s shoulders. 
It is my firm conviction that Mr. Stalin and his 
associate leaders will gradually solve their prob
lems and fuially produce much higher standards 
of living for the people of their country. 

May I also pay a deserved tribute to Presi
.dent Roosevelt for his good judgment and com
mon sense in initiating the conversations which 
have finally healed the ~ixteen years' breach 
in American-Ru'ssian relations. I hold the view 
that this step is the most outstanding single 
achievement of the Roosev~lt Administration up 
to date, and that future history will record it 
as such. · 

President Roosevelt and Commissar Litvinoff 
have just laid an American-Soviet foundation 
stone of friendship; it is up to the rest of us 
in both countries to build on this foundation 

· a firm and lasting friendship. , 

Tlie world ha,s acclaimed this rapprochemen 
as a vital aid in the establishment of worJ 
peace. World peace! These two short wor/ 
of five letters have more influence on .the hr' 
piness of 'humanity than any other two wo 
in the dictionary. A great war that ne· 
wrecked civilization, and sixteen years of 
ceeding fruitless talk throughout the ' 

· concerning peace, finds us today withou 
assurance that we have insured peace f 
world. And yet every child should Imo 
until peace is a reasonabl~ c~itainty we 
hope for the return of that other fac 
vital importance--con~den®. Without 
dence we cannot even begin to hope for 
from the present worldwide depression. 
say that any event that tends to promote 
world peace is of outstanding import.tnce 
only to the population of the U.S~Pr'o i.w.!-· 
United States, but to the entireation pe 
the balance of the globe. We tory th1 n 
by hard work apd fair play m~ a dome ti, 
beginning an everlasting suce not dest 
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With no qesire to minimize the great value 
to world peace of this rnpprochement, let me 
say that the economic benefits that can accrue 
to "both peoples, arising out of the assumption · 
o! ;normal relations, are of enormous poten
tiality. The President and Commissar Litvinoff 
have solved the political questions to the satis
faction of every right-minded person in both 
countries. There is every reason to believe that 
a wise s.olution of the economic questions in
volved can and will be found. The Ameriean
~ussian Chamber of Commerce .is glad to pledge 
its best efforts, experience and facilities to 
secure that end. Trade between the U.S.A. and 
the U.S.S.R. can be made to grow and prosper 
only if it is constantly fertilized by intelligence 
and common sense. 

I believe the American people and the people 
of the Soviet Union are awake to this oppor-

tunity. Recognition will open the doors in 
both countries for the orderly procuring of 
the facts necessary for a practical program of 
economic co-operation of inestimable value to 
both countries. I feel that under these new 
conditions both peoples will do their full part. 

I have spoken to you of my personal knowl
edge of Russia since 1927. We have as a guest 
tonight the man President Wilson sent to Rus-

. sia in 1917 as a member of the American Red 
Cross Mission to that country, and later pro
moted to ~he command of that Mission. He 
began his advocacy of recognition in the first 
week of the establishment of the S'oviet Re
public, and has consi~tently urged it ever since. 
I know you are gomg to enjoy listening to 
Colonel Robins, and I take great pleasure in 
introducing him to you. 
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ADDRESS 

BY 

COLONEL RAYMOND ROBINS 

Mr. Toastmaster, Commissar Litvinoff, 

Guests of Honor-Ladies and Gentlemen: 

For sixteen long years we have waited for 
this hour. All the peoples of the world share 

J 
in the gains for international peace and eco
nomic recovery that are implicit in the estab
lishment of normal and friendly diplomatic and 

.-.....--"-·~ trade relations between these United States 
and the Soviet Union. This representative 
gathering in the American Metropolis to hail 
this achievement and to honor the Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, is a fitting conclusion to one 
of the most successful diplomatic missions in 
the history of the modern world. 

Let us consider briefly some of the benefits 
that flow from this diplomatic accord between 
the governments of the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

It marks a final liquidation of one of the most 
tragic consequences of the World War, and 
welds a vital link in international comity among 
the nations of the earth. 

It makes for understanding ·and peace in the 
solution of the problems of the far east. · 

It makes possible effective understandings 
and conventions to maintain international price 
levels for the benefit of all nations engaged in 
foreign trade. 

It opens under consular and diplomatic safe
guards for .the commerce of our people the 
largest potential market yet unappropri•ated 'in 
the international field. 

Finally and possibly most important of all it 
is the best guarantee for the development and 
maintenance of world peace. The Soviet Union 
largely under the leadership of Commissar 
Litvinoff has an enviable record in the effort 
to limit and reduce armaments and to organize 
agreements and methods to preserve interna
tional peace. Beginning with the non-aggres
sion treaty between the Soviet government and 
the government of Turkey in 1925 and first to 
ratify the Briand-Kellogg Pact of Paris, the 
Soviet Union has applied the fundamental 
principle of that Pact in treaties with many of 
its border states, and has proposed the most 
far reaching program of disarmament yet 
offered by any government for international 
consideration. In discussing the question of 

disarmament at Geneva in the Spring of 1931 
Commissar Litvinoff said : · · 

"So long as armed force exists there will be 
faith in it, and in the possibility of getting 
the upper hand of neighbors by increasing 
armaments, and through political combina
tions, inside or outside of internal organiza
tions. And so long as a;rmed force exists 
chauvinism and militarism in education will 
continue. Moral disarmament cannot help 
here. It is bound to follow on actual dis
armament, but can never be a substitute 
for it. Only when we .have finished with 
the immediate task of the Conference and 
achieved appreciable success with regard to 
actual disarmament, shall we be free to dis
cuss measures of moral disarmament also, 
which then and then only are sure to be 
crowned with a certain degree of success 
• . . I may be told _that governments are 
often compelled by public opinion in their 
own countries to maintain armaments and 
pursue chauvinistic policy, and that, there
fore, as public opinion becomes more en
lightened its pressure will lessen and gov
ernments will be more amenable to the 
idea of disarmament. I cannot share this 
view. Campaigns of chauvinism and na
tional hatred, the setting of nation against 
nation, have never yet come from the heart 
of the masses. Such campaigns are always 
organized and artificially nourished by 
small groups interested in warlike prepara
tions, the manufacture of munitions~ and 
war industry, potential war-profiteers. 
They very often succeed in poisoning the 
minds of the masses for their own ends. 
Deprive the&e groups of their base, remov 
them from war industry, destroy this in 
dustry, destroy their hopes of war and o 
profits to be drawn from war, and the 
campaigns will die out of themselves, f o 
they will become pointless. Then you • 
have true moral disarmament, without t 
need of any special administrati 
measure." 

--- -
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th~ psychology of ~th peoples is pac~fic • . Their the earth's surface and all the labor power
fnen~y understandmg ,and cooperation is the . hand and brain--0f one hlindred' and sixty mil
best smgle hope for the. peace of the world. / lion people is now ·organized on a national scale. 

And ,this planned economy is not handed down Familiar with the conditions and leadership 
under which the Soviets took power in the Rus
sian land in 1917, I revisited Russia of the 
Soviets in the spring and summer of this year. 
Having seen the first Soviet May Day demon
stration on the Red Square of Moscow in front 
of the an'.cient walls of the Kremlin in 1918 I 
witnessed the fifteenth demonstration on last 
May Day: 1933. I watched Lenin reView the 
first and I ' saw Stalin review the fifteenth from 
the marble walls of Lenin's tomb. After free 
and unhurried travel through ' the heart of the 
industrial and agricultural development of the 
S'oviet Union, it is not too much to say that 
the achievement of the Soviet Government in 
sixteen years stands unrivalled in the history 
of the social and economic progress of any 
people in any age. 

· In sixteen years the most illiterate mass 
among the great nations has largely learned to' 
read and write, and today all the youth and 
many, pld~r folks in Russia are going to school. 

In sixteen years primitive strip, wooden-plow, 
peasant farming has been transformed into 
an industrializ~d, mechanized agriculture with 
the largest units under one management in any 
land. I was on f~s of more than three hun
dred thousand acres without a cross fence
broken, harrowed, planted and to be harvested 
by the latest American tractor machinery, and 
where the director supervises these vast acres 
in an airplane. There are over three thousand 
tract.or and machinery stations in the agricul
tural centers of the Soviet Union. 

In sixteen years the individualist hand indus- · 
try and manufactures of the old Russia have 
b.een . transfol"!lled into machine mass produc
tion m factqnes as large, as well lighted, and 

1 equipped with as good machinery as any in the 
~orld. They are educating a skilled and inven
tive labor, and developing a creative-minded 
leadership and technical force in mines mills 
an~ f3.n?s and o.ther economic units by m~thods 
umque m the history of modern industry. All 
work is being put on the piece payment system 
-more produet more pay. Premiums · are paid 

' for workable suggestions for improvements in 
·methods .or machines-material gain and public 
glory wait upon the worker who excels in pro
duction. 
1 In s· een years a land swept by revolu
~ionary ao.s and civil war has developed a dis
cipline law d order and the first planned 
econo among the nations of the earth. An 
th' , natural· resources of nearly a si~th of 

. from above by a committee of supermen as some 
have supposed, but comes up from individual 
factories, mines, farms and economic units, 
through communities, districts, states; and 
when it reaches Moscow more than a million 
minds have wo~ked upon the details of this plan. 
And those who have submitted the plan have 
to share in carrying it out. With power goes 
responsibility ~hroughout the Soviet Union. 

In sixteen years the revolutionary Bolshevik 
power has become the oldest executive withou"t 
substantial change among the governments of 
the world, (l:nd I could find nowhere anyone who 
knew of. or said he believed in any organized 
resistance against the Soviet Government 
throughout the Russian land. 

Sport is now an institution throughout the 
Soviet Union. Gymnasiums and stadiillns are 
in ~very important center, and there is a physi
cal minimum of exercises and conditions for 
which a badge is awarded to men and w~men 
on equal terms, announcing the wearer as fit 
for. the work and citizenship of the Soviet State. 

The theatre has become the great recrea
tional and cultural center of the Russian people. 
Every Red Army House, Workingman's Club 
and House of the People has its theatre. Ther~ 
is a children's theatre in every important com
munity. The finest artists in either comedy or 
tragedy go to the remote centers of the Soviet 
Union. , 

The penal system of the Soviets has abolished 
all punitive elements. The whole method of 
their detention is educational and correctional. 
They deal with social criminals as comrades who 
have been ill or unfortunate. They a~ume that 
the basis of all anti-social conduct is either 
i~orance, economic need, or physical or mental 
defect. 

Can the Soviet system endure? There is a 
poster on dead walls in the Soviet land showing 
a w~rke~-, a peasant ~d a soldier marching, side 
by side mto the Promised Land of the Socialist 
State. Beneat'1. their marching feet are enumer
ated what they have overcome. You read the 
names of Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenich, Wrangel, 
Semenoff and Petlura. You read the words 
"Civil War, Allied Intervention, Cordon Sani: 
taire, Volga Famine." Through each name and 
each great menace t.o the Soviet power for 
sixteen years a deep red line is drawn to show 
that it has been subdued, mastered, cancelled. 
The final word of this poster is "VICTORY." 
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, INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
BY 

) COLONEL HUGH L. COOPER 

And now I oome to what, for me, is an es
pecial pleasure. When I firs.t had the good 

· fortune to meet Commissar Litvinoff ~ 1927 
he told me that he at one time had been selected 
by Lenin · to be the first Soviet Ambassador to 
the United States. F.ate, Destiny, call it what 
you will, decre~d that his first -visit sqould be 
postponed for · sixteen years. Looking back, 
we can only express · to him our si'ncere regrets 

that his arrival has been so long delayed. 

I have given you my views of the importance 
of w:orld peace. Cerlainly, no living man has a 
more enviable, well-known public record for 
striving at all times and places for world peace 
than our illustrious guest of honor. 

Comniissar Litvinoff, I present you to our 
guests. I promi.se you t~eir undivided attention. 

-
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ADDRESS 
BY 

MAXIM M. LITVINOFF 
People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs 

ojtM 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

In addressing you here on the last evening 
before my departure from the United States, 
I can find no words adequate to express my ap
preciation for the attention which has been be
stowed upon me in this country by all your 
people. The culminating point is this occasion 
which gives me an opportunity to meet the 
leading citizens of the incomparable city of 
New York; I should like to interpret this at
tention as a symbol of the common desire of 
our countries to make up what has been lost 
through the absence of intercourse in the past 
sixteen years. 

·The happy event, which has been awaited by 
those here present not without impatience for 
sixteen years, arrived under the easiest and 
most normal circumstances. There were no 
long labors, no anxiety. My discussions with 
your President were concluded within one wee}t. 
They were throughout of the most pleasant 
nature; so pleasant, indeed, that we both 
seemed to be in no hurry to finish them. I be
lieve that we both, feeling the approach of our 
mutual pledges, tried to avail ourselves of the 
short period of freedom left to us to make some 
propaganda between us. The President sub
mitted me to a kind of religious propaganda, 
and I in my turn tried to persuade him of the 
soundness of certain principles expressed in the 
will of a famous American, Stephen Girard, who 
thought it best to exclude all ecclesiastical activ
ities from the college which he founded in 
Philadelphia. Although we hardly succeeded in 
convincing one another, I fully enjoyed the 
President's way of discussing things, and I still 
feel myself under the spell of his charm. N qt 
for a moment had l any doubts as to the results 
of our discussions. Since the President called 
the absence of relations between our countries 
an abnormality, I was sure .he would do all he 
could to remove it. 

I think that there are not many persons left 
in this country who would ask why that 
anomaly .has been removed. One hears now 
rather •c he question why this was not done be-

.i fore. e ,question as to what results may be 
expec fro the renewal of relations between 

' pur ntries 1 entitled to an answer. I shall 
end or to rep y to this question as best I can, 

but in order to do so l shall allow myself to 
make a short analysis of the general political 
and economic outlook and then to give my coun
try a kind of introduction to you. 

The upheavals caused by the great war in ' 
the political, economic and social structure of 
the capitalist world not only have not ceased 
but are displaying a tendency to extend still 
further their destructive activities. In the 
sphere of politics we observe a process of a 
growing international estrangement. ·With the 
exception of a very few cases, of which the most ' 
striking example is the historically unprece
dented relation between Turkey and the Soviet 
Union and to which, I hope, the relationship of 
our two countries will soon be added, friendship 
between two countries, even of the most con
ventional nature, has rarely been established or 
preserved in recent years. International an
tagonisms have increased both quantitatively 
and qualitatively in comparison with the pre
war period. It would be hard to find anyone 
today still holding the belief that the World 
War wa,s the last war. Preparations for a new 

' war, or rather for new wars, are in full swing 
and are carried on quite openly. Not only has 
the race for armaments been renewed and in
tensified, but, what may be far more serious, in 
certain cases open propaganda of militaristic 
ideas is being carried on, the growing genera
tion is being trained in the i~ea of the glorifica
tion of war. A characteristic of such militaristic 
training is the advancement of medieval, pseudo
scientific theories regarding the supremacy of 
some peoples over others, and the right of some 
peo~les arising therefrom to dominate others or 

· even -to exterminate them. Songs, music, popu
lar epics, literature and science are all made 
subservient to the militaristic training of 
youth. In other countries there is not even the 
attempt to embellish the preparations for war 
with complex ideological and scientific theories. 
Such cour.tries assert that if, in the opinion of 
certain odd persons, war as a weapon of na
tional policy should be outlawed and peace pacts 
remain in force, this still must not refer to 
those parts of the world in which these coun
tries themselves happen to have an interest. 
The naive ideology of such opinions is expressed 
in references to "special conditions," though no 
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trouble is taken to explain what these special 
conditions are. You must take their word for 
it, because if you express bewilderment or per
plexity, you are accused of "insincerity." "Sin
cerity/' in such cases, means acceptance and 
encouragement of violent aggressive operations, 
even when it is your own ox that is being gored. 

ls it then surprising when such moods exist 
in certain countries that the disarmament con
ference is breathing its last? I may go even 
farther, and assert that the Geneva Conference 
is a corpse which no efforts can bring back to 
life, and if no death certificate has been issued, 
hat is only because the doctors are afraid to 

listen to the heart that has ceased to beat. 
It is not now a question whether all countries 

will accept the British, French, or other method 
of disarmament and control or of other details 
for which this or that commission or sub-com
mission is necessary. Put two simple questions 
to the members of the Geneva Conference: will 
they agree to any serious reduction of arma
ments and will they submit to any control? You 
will hear from at least one large and bellicose 
country a negative answer to· both questions, 
with the inevitable reference to "special condi
tions." Such an answer would be of decisive 
importance and would sound the death knell 
of the conference and therefore perhaps they 
will endeavor to avoid it. 

It is not necessary for me to take up in such 
detail what is happening in the economic sphere, 
because I think that the majority of you here 
pr-esent know more about this than I do. The 
failure of the London Conference, the continu
ing curtailment in international trade and 
shrinkage of markets, the ~ns of millions of 
unemployed, the revaluation of values which 
the crisis has forced in a very literal sense, 
does not permit any rosy hopes for a change 
for the better in the world economic situation. 
Nor is the picture I have just drawn of inter
national political relations an appropriate 
background for such change. 

Against this gloomy background it is impos
sible, in my opinion, not to discern in all that is 
going on in my country a ray of light. I should 
like to avoid controversial topics, and therefore 
I shall merely touch upon facts which no one 
can deny. 

It catinot be denied, for example, that the 
Soviet Union, which was threatened with the 
fate of being transformed into an agrarian 
colonial or semi-colonial country, has grown in 
sixteen years into a powerful industrial coun
try, using technical methods and machinery the 
most modern in the world and predominantly 
American. The peoples of the Soviet Union are 
striving with all their might to develop even 

further the industrial and technical growth of 
the country and have the necessary natural 
riches for their purpose. And if s9metimes 
sacrifices have been necessary for this develop
ment, they have had before them an ideal for 
the attainment of which no sacrifices would 
have been too great. 

It cannot be denied that in spite of the pro
gressively .increasing production of its own in
dustry, the Soviet Union does not attempt to 
enclose its market within an artifi.cial barrier 
of economic autarchy. Enjoying the lowest 
foreign indebtedness in the world, the Soviet 
Union has the greatest capacity for absorbing 
the raw materials and products of other coun-
tries. On this question i presented data at the 
London Economic Conference, a study of which 
will show that the United States could make 
use of this eapacity to the extent of 60 or 70 
per cent. 

It cannot be denied that the capacity of the 
Soviet market rests, among other things, on 
the increasing numbers of the population of the 
country, which has grown by more than thirty
five millions during the past ten years, and 
which now amounts to almost 170 millions. A 
considerable share of this increase has resulted 
from the general rise of the cultural level of the 
population and from the success of the govern
ment's health program. The general mortality 
-before the revolution among the highest in 
the world-has dropped by forty per cent, and 
child mortality, formerly 270 per thousand, has 
been cut in half. It cannot be denied tha.t public 
education has made gigantic strides forward. 
Instead of the seventy per cent illiteracy which 
prevailed before the revolution, ninety out of 
every hundred inhabitants of the Soviet Union 
are now able to read; and instead of eight mil
lion, there are now 26 million children attending 
primary and intermediate schools. 

Nor can it be denied that the Government of 
the Soviet Union gives special attention to the 
development of science and technique, and, fur-} 
ther, to the development of the most advanc~ 
ideas in these spheres. An eloquent example <' 
this is the tremendous growth of scientific ·tl 
search institutes-there are now hundreds 
such institutes employing some -35,000 scienti. 
workers; there are several hundred colleges a1 
higher technical schools with 500,000 student: 
over 2,000,000 students in our workers' facu 
ties, technical high schools, and factory an1 
shop schools. Hence the development of Sovie 
science and art has already made valm«rle con· 
tributions to the advance of mankind. 

It cannot be denied that the So~et Unia has 
.~..,....... ... , 

solved the question of nationali« ies with1 its" " 
borders in the most satisfactory, way pos ~ ~ 

-
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It is enough to say that with 182 different na
tionalities inhabiting the Soviet Union one never 
hears of any µationalist friction or conflicts: . 
That the significance of these achievements 
should be still more clear, I would a:sk you to 
remember the anti-Jewish pogroms in Tsarist 
Russia or the incessant strife and even mutual 
extermination of Armenians, Georgians and 
Tatars in Transcauca.Sia. All nationalities enjoy 
in the SoViet Union complete cultural autonomy, 
complete freedom to use their native language, 
literature and customs. All nationalities. are 
guaranteed rea:l and complete equality of rights 
not only by the constitution and in theory but 
in practice as well, and there is no high govern
ment office not accessible to a representative of 
any race whatever. 

Least of all can it be denied that the Soviet 
Union during its sixteen-year history has re
mained steadfastly true to the principle of 
peace proclaimed in the days of the October 
revolution. This princ~ple has enabled us to 
conclude with all our neighbors, including those 
who withdrew from the Tsarist Empire, .peace 
tr~atfos fully satisfying their national aspira- ' 
tions and also representing, by the way, the 
only consistent and intelligent embodiment of 
the idea of self-determination of peoples set 
forth in the message of President Wilson. I 

ties to use their respective resources in this . 
sphere? Can · the question arise as to whether 
or not the cultural collaboration of the scientists 
and artists of our tw-0 great countries will bear 
rich fruit for the benefit of humanity? What is · 
still more important, can any · qµestion now 
arise as to whether both the United States and 
the Soviet Union will benefit from the joining 
of their efforts in the cause so important fo both 
of them-the great work of preserving peace? 
Who can doubt that the combined voices of 

· these two giants will make th~mselves heard 
and that their joint : efforts will weight the 
scales in favor of peace •t . 

I hope that in my attempt to answer the ques
tion as to the possible gains of the restoration 
of relations between our countries I have not 
indulged in excessive praise of my ow:ri country, ' 
and that, in any case, I have not transgressed 
the limits permitted by ,my agireement with 

. President Roosevelt regarding propaganda. , 
Sixteen years of estrangement--that is a long 
historical period. During that time many 
things in my country: have changed beyond 
recognition, and so it wa.S necessary to tell you 
about them here in order to give you some 
slight idea of the somewhat unusual country 

· with which you have just renewed acquaintance. 

challenge anyone to :find in our literature or in In conclusion, permit me to mention some 
our periodical press anything whatsoever in any pioneers. The efforts of my eminent friend, 
degree approaching propaganda of narrow na- Senator Borah, whose absence here I am sure 
tionalism, chauvinism, or consideration of the we all regret, for rapprochement ·and peace, will 
questit>n of acquiring any territory whatever remain in the memory of the people of ,my 

·beyond the boundaries of the SOviet Union, or . country. The services of th~ organizer of this 
to :find in our school text-books any attempts meeting, Colonel Cooper, are already inscribed 
whatsoever to train our young people in a spirit in the geography of the Soviet Union and en
of hatred against other peoples. Our adherence dure in the concrete of Dnieprostroy. I am also 
to the Kellogg-Briand Pact, the conclusion by glad to see here tonight one who . is probably 
us of pacts of non-aggression and pacts defining the oldest friend of the Soviet Union in ~er
aggression, and, :finally, our proposal for com- ica~olonel Robins. I desire Also to thank 
plete and universal disarmament are sufficiently all the other friends of my country who are 
eloquent evidence of the policy of peace which present here tonight--while I rejoice in their 
our government has ceaselessly · carried on and number, I regret th.at it does not permit me 
will continue to carry on. Speaking of disarm- to .mention all their names. Permit me; finally, 
ament, I permit myself to say here that the o:ric.e.,.again to thank the representatives of the 
failure of the Geneva Conference has still more · press, whose work during these weeks I have 
strengthened us in the conviction that the only not' always been able to make as easy as I 
possible method of disarmament which would should have liked, and who, understanding this, 
be not ·only effective but also practical and have good-humoredly given us their support to 
easily carried out is complete disarmament, th~ the end. And in conclusion, permit me to ex
idea of which we shall continue to put forward press my conviction, made still firmer by your 
at every convenient opportunity;. hospitality, that the friendship and cooperation 

After all that I have just said, can there be of our countries may in the future only 
any question of the gain to both our countries strengthen and develop along new ways, to the 
from · e restoration of economic cooperation great benefit of our peoples and tl;ie consolida
betwe .. tlilem, from the opening up of possibili- tion of universal peace. 
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