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e nnua eetin 
April 25, 2001 

U . dN . ra, n1te at1ons, Guest of Honor 

PRESIDENT l~U 'E: Welc<>1nc l<l thi s 98th Annual Meetin of 

. C d. f N '-' . . ar Sisk, the Bishop o -<l .Jtlll)f () ~ ,,, .1 t) I k It , , .. t il e- J1)V(>C111 1, ,0 . 

BISHOI> s ISK: ( I\ f I ht• r I ·at II j ll~' f'> :11 ( UI ( ;, >d is that God is not 
limited by Olli~ titllt' : lll\:\t .. ,. \l. •II tl1t· f',>c)< l tt :11 y <1t1 J1:iv .. :ilrca<Jy Cf>nsumed is 
inco1·porttteti i11 tl1is l t ' l )~ '' · 1 t·t •• ~ J>•'~ t : Al11ii 11it y :J 11cf g1i1<., i<Jus f.l(Jd, Jook with 
favor upo11 lh ' :c Y' u1 ·hil h\ ·11 l" 1tlht·1c(l t<>dny to c ·Ji.;hra11; a C<>rnmon heritage; 
a herit,lge t .. lll\ i' i llll ll tilt' ~11·i11 "iJJl ' S received f'rcJfTJ y<JUr r1.ar;<J ; 1Jjberty, 
respect t"t)f ~'-t'f~f J ~1· ' llll. a11d duty toward the common g<J< Jd. BJe)') u); bless 
Her Ma .. iest~ tl1 u 11. Ble the President. Bless our tw<J great lands: The 
United State ~ f 1nerica and the United Kingdom, that we may e\'er be true to 
the vocation that i ours within your unfolding providence. And now we ask 
bless the food that we are receiving that it may be to our strength; and may our 

strength always be devoted to your service. Amen. 
PRESIDENT LUCE: Thank you Bishop Sisk. If I may ha,~e )rour 

attention, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to introduce the dais guests. I ask 
each of them to stand in tum, and I ask all of you to withhold your applause 
until the end of the introductions, if you would, please. Starting at your left, 
Peter Lawson-Johnston, Executive Committee of the Pilgrims of the US; the 
Honorable Michael B. Phillips, Consul General of Canada in New York; 
Richard I. Purnell, Executive Committee of the Pilgrims of the US; Joseph 
Verner Reed, Jr., Under Secretary General of the UN; Ann B~ownell Sloane, 
Executive Committee The Pilgrims of the US; William R. Miller, OB, . 

F , H ble Michael Baurn, 
rechette, Deputy Secretary General of the UN; the onora . 

Consul General of Australia in New York; Laurence Charles Windsor, . e 
Execut1v 

Am · · d Executive Co encan Ambassador to Norway; Robert B. Lin say, . The Pilgrirtl5 
. . · ttee, 

of the US; Miner H. Warner Executive Comrmttee, The gn d . Walter 
Lord C li ' House of Lor s, 0 n Moynihan, Foreign Policy Spokesman, 
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H.~rown, Executive_ Co1nmittee, The Pilgrims of the US It . . 
to introduce our Assistant Secretary and Office M · . is also my pleasure 

. ana er J1 · 

have done Yeoman or should I say Yeowoman es~ m~ght add, as usual, 
you everybody, enjoy your lunch. ' service this past year. Thank 

Would you please corne back to order? Good ft 
I 1 P

· 1 . ' . a ernoon Please ris fi 
our oya 1 gnn1s toast. The fir·st t()a~t wi11 be given b M W. . . e or 
Ch · · f th E i · l S · Y r · illiam R Miller atrman o e ng 1s1 " pc<1k 1r1 1 l Jni<)n . ,.l_,he sccc>nd t ·i . · ' 
H bl L 

. L""' , oast w1 1 be given by the 
onora e ou1se 1 1 1~t'c l1 t· tt {' , I ' l)l lty S i.c..· 1L· l: t1 y (lc11cr; J f th u · . 

MR Mil 
, .. , ' t o e nited Nations 

. , I J 1~, R : · I t > t I 1 \ • < ,> l It , , 1. " . 

" MMJ1:. FRli,( ~ 111~' 1 '' 1 ' 1 •: : ··' I"(> tl 1t· f>1·t·sicl ·rat ,,f 1r1c lJnited States'' 
PRF,Sll)Ji' N'l' 1 .. {J( ' I •: : '!'hank y o11 . It ix IJ()W 111y un welcome b~t 

resp~ctful <luty t t ) as!.. 13ishop S i ~ k to 1•1vl· tit · 11cc11il<1gy. Would you all please 
cont1nt1e tt) s t tltttl '. 

BISlll I': Nils 1\clt'1·s()n , Jr; the IJcJn<>rabJe .J. Sirlc;Jajr Armstrong,CBE; 
Walter Ric B1·t''' st :\ 1·~ Dot1glass Ca1npbeJJ ; Captain D<JugJa) Fairbanks, Jr; 
Pere: H~u11ilto11 Goodsell, Jr, Esq.; Reverend Edward R. Grubb; Malcolm D.W. 
lr\·i11g: F . Don,tld Kenney; The Honorable Rudick C. Lawrence; Alan 
F.Lo,TejO}': Dougald Laughlin Maclean; W. Gray Martin; Marselis C. Parsons, 
Jr; George T. Piercy; Dr. David H.C. Read; William M. Rees; Horace B. B. 
Robinson, Esq. ; The Hon. William E.Simon; William C. Simpson, MC; The 
Hon. Benson E.L. Timmons III, OBE; Theodore Whitemarsh; Judge Paul W. 
Williams; Samuel C. Williams, Jr. [pause for silence] Thank you. 

PRESIDENT LUCE: Thank you Bishop Sisk. You may be seated. I 
now recognize Mr. Peter Lawson-Johnston. May I have your attention. Mr. 
Lawson-Johnston, Chairman, to give the report of the Finance Committee, and 

in the absence of the Treasurer, the report of the Treasurer. Peter? 
PL-J: Thank you Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen: At the close of 

business on 31 December, 2000, the bank balance showed a deficit of $701.68. 
Now for the good news: The balance at the close of busines~ on the 2~rd ?f , 
April, 2001 was $68,456.43. [Applause]. A preliminary audit of the P~lgr!111s 
Statement of cash receipts and disbursements and an independent auditor s . . . db 

. . H · fi und it all in order, e 
Menacard1, Quackenbush, Swift & Co. aving 0 d has 
C 

. . . rt f the accountants an 
onlll11ttee has accepted the prel1nunary repo 0 

turned it over to the Secretary. Thank you. . th Honorable 

Secretary, Mr. Laurence Charles Windsor, Jr. in the a sence 
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t<) give the report of the Nominating Committee. 
LCW: Thank you Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen the c . 

. . . ' 0 mnuttee 
on nominations unanimously recommends the following for election to th 

Dillon, John W . Espy, MD, Jan1es Watson Ge1·ard V, Rich,11·d I. Purnell, 

William van den Heuvel, and 1'h ' I Ion. c ·a~par W. Weinberger. Respectfully 
submitted. I now call t1p<)Il tilt' l l<>Jl . 1{<>1)111 J )tJkt~ t<> 111akc a 111c)tion. 

AMBASSAJ)()J~ l>tJ K1~:: I 111t>\ ' l tt1t· 1·t· '<>111111 · 11 tl&1ti<>r1 ~ c)f' the 

Nominating Ctl111111tttl't' llt\ ~ l l' ' l'llt '<I ! t ~ f>J'< ~ ~t · 11t ·< J. J )<,I 11 ·;tr a scc;c)nd? Thank 
you. All i11 f·~1v<)r · > 

AlllllF: ( ~ E Rli'St•< >1 SI~ : 1\ \' t· ! ... 
RI>: \. ~) l,t~ it. 
PRF .. Sll)~: t ' 'l' I .\ < 1~: : f\~('lli<lrl i ~ ''l>flr·<> V,;<f1 ttJ;1r1Y Y''JJ . J rei..:<>gni1.e 

Mr.Jol111 R. \)1 ~,l'l l\ ' ~ l tt ~lir·111•11\, (() give the rcp<Jrt <Jt t.tl(~ ( ~<)tr1rr1ittce <>n 

Ad11tlssit)t1s. 
JRD: Thtu1k , .l)U M1·. P1·esident. Ladies and Gentlemen, the (_,r;mrnittee ., 

on Adi11issions report that at the close of business on ApriJ 23, 2fJfJ1 , the 
men1bership of The Pilgrims of the United States was 812, which includes 53 
new members. We °"'ere notified of the deaths of 23 members within the last 
year. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT LUCE: Thank you Nicky. I entertain a motion to accept 
and to file these committee reports. Thank you. Hearing no objection, they are 
carried. Thank you very much. I remind members of the Executive Committee 

that the committee's spring meeting will take place at 12: 30 o'clock, 
Wednesday, May 16th at the Brook Club, thanks to the hospitality of Mike 
Meehan. I'm pleased to announce.that the following Executive Committee 
members have been appointed to the Speaker's Committee: Miner H. Warner, 

Chairn1an; Walter J.P. Curley, and William Van den Heuvel. The annual 
General Meeting of the Pilgrims of Great Britain will take place at 12:30 
o'clock on Monday, September 24th, followed by the Sir Harry Britaine 
Memorial lecture to be given by Sir John Stevens, Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police. 

. The business of the annual meeting being completed, and with the 
gratitude to our guest of honor for her patience as we plowed our way through 
thes~ proceedings, I shall now introduce said guest of honor, the Honorable 
Louise Fr&:hette. When Ted Turner committed a billion dollars to the UN, one 
of the by-products of his largesse was Louise Frechette, the new Deputy 
Secretary General of the UN. This is because she has been appointed the 
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Advisoi·y B{>~tr<.i h~1i1·111a11 t f tl1 .. gr·oup \vhich l1,tr1dles 1·e1£ttio11s with tlle 

i(>Uild~lt i<ltl set UJJ l'Y '"I,urne1·. A11d 11o t only thc.tt , sl1e l1<l bee11 l·ti<tr·ged \Vitl1 tlle 
cohei·ence of· the United 1ation a(·ti\,, itie - &on1ething I" rn st1re Ted T tii·rlei· 

atld all ot· u · will cheer~ including in particular, 1ny t'riend Dick I lolhrc>ok" the 
fo1-111er American Arnbassador to the UN \\1ho ga\re a talk th<tt J hearct .jtist the 
other day about many thing · including the l JN \\1hose ret·orn1 }1c ~aid is f~ti· fr<ltll 

finished, but which i~ making pr()gres . '"f o th is cn(l, Deputy Secretary Genere:ll 
Frechette chairs the Stee1·ir1<l C"c>111111itt ) ~ <) Jl Ref.<>r111 cltld M't11age1nent Policy. 
ot· course in '1ddititJt1 l< tl1~ 1t ~ sl1c· =, ~._ ists tl1 t! s~cr · · t ;11·y ( }c11e1·<tl in the full range 
of his i·espt)11sihilitit:!S ~ 1t1 < f l )f'1 ·11 t t· 1 > 1·t~ s , tlt s tl tl· lJN ••1 ·c)11f·cre11ccs and offi cial 
functio11s. M'tcl,1111t , .. ,.;.\ l\t ~ ttl · J\ 111(·t l '1 t Jl ' Jt i r1's fJt· J>;J1·t111 ·11t <>f· l ~x ternal Affairs 
30 ye,11~s 4l£ <) , S l11 l~ \1 i 11 , ' i1 t i t ~ J\lltt•11 s I . t1al> ~ 1 s • ti ·is j,. j t ti l (. tJt<>f)C(lfl ;\f~fair5 
Divisitlll .. lt't t 11·11 i 11,' \ t l •t ' llt' \ ·' att < . t11 :1tl :1' tJ M1 i <JtJ . Jr stJ c..,ccsr-,i<)n, ~he 
becatllt' I it ''"' t 1· \I .,,.,,t\ll· )t, lltt ~, ?•r1cJ <)I tf1 ~ J, tt { J' ~ :i r J Sur11rl1i t, f<>ll<>wcd hy 

bei11g \11lt',t ~ ~~'\ i ) t' t ) \t'. 'l"t11 i11:1. l J 1 ·t• J'l' ~ 'Y ;iri<J J':11;i;1t1 LJy . JJer fJ(;x t t<)ur in 
Otttl\\f ~l '' ;1~ ,1, \s,i~t !t11t \) 'J lJt . Mi11ist r fc>r I ~r.it itJ /\ 1 1•~;11<..-a an<J the (~aribbean , 

ru1d tl1e11 t' ' t- l~"' 'lll1 t\ttc Pl Ii y ::tnd .. J'r<1dc 1 Jmpetiti vcnc f'J . '1 r<JJc that Jed her to 
her p ~iti tl i 11 tl1 F i11:._111c e Department. Before jojning the /. , Secretariat, 
11n1e. re'hett ~ en· d a Canada's Ambassador to the C~ and a) Deputy 
Mini ' ter of 'rational Defense. Louise Frechette graduated ff(Jrn College Basile 
~toreau and the lJni\1ersity of Montreal, and earned a diploma in Economics at 
the College of Europe in Bruges. It is a distinct honor to \\·elcome to the 
Pilgri1ns a Canadian, the first ever Deputy-Secretary General of the L~, and 
our neighbor in New York, Louise Frechette. [Applause] 

DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FRECHETTE: Thank you Mr. 
President, and thank you very much for this warm welcome. I ha\1e observed 
and admired the efficient way with which you run the affairs of this society. I 
wish we could import some of these practices into the UN, but I~ m not sure that 
we can be that efficient in running our affairs. Nevertheless, I hope to 
demonstrate today that we do run our affairs more efficiently now than we did 
in the past. Let me first, however, say what a great pleasure it is for me to be 
with you today, and let me start by saluting the work that you do to promote 
good relations between the United States and the United Kingdom, as well as 
other English speaking countries. I hope I won' t offend my Francophile 
compatriots if I include my native Canada among those that have ~enefite~ 
from your work. Your efforts are very much in the spirit of the Uruted Nati~ns, 
whose founding charter states that one of the organization' s main purposes is -
and I quote - "to develop friendly relations among nations." I want to talk to 
you today not about the United Nations of 56 years ago when the charter was 
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w1·ittc11, but about the new United N . 
. at1ons , 

. . ges in the int · ~ ape in 
lJ111ted Nations has managed to kee ernat1onal arena 1 b . recent 

p pace more su . el1eve th 
t:tc k11owledged. I believe that one of th . ccessfully than i e 

. . . e main prereq . . s general! 
United Nations 1s a con1Illon vision of .t . . uis1tes for an eft~e t. Y 

B d 1 s mission shared b . c ive 
states. eyon the charter, there has not 1 ,, Y all its memb 

. a ways been such . . er 
du1·1ng the Cold War. But today such a vis· d . a v1s1on, especial} 

. . ton oes exist It · Y 
the 1Illllenn1um declaration adopted at last S t b , · . 18 encapsulated in 

. ep em er s m1llen · 
largest ever gathe1·1ng of world leaders. That d 1, . nium summit, the 

. . ec arat1on represents 
consensus on the pr1nc1plcs c\O(l v~ll t•es th·tt 111ust .d h a new 

. Th . . . . . , , gu1 e t e work of the U . 
Nations. ose p1·111c 11) l t~s filttl1tl1lly 1·t· i·1 ·ct lht .. t:ll 'trt · b h nited 

• • • • c er, ut t ey are also 
ancho14 ed 111 tl1t~ 1· \~ \I tt tl'S ( >t tl1t· ') I st ~ <· 11t 111 y' <.; 1 ·<•tJi i·ing . t f 

. • • ' i ' us o ocus United 
N'1t1ons i\<. .. tt<)t\s ()fl l1t1111: \t1 l)t' tr\ 1s: 1· 'Sf)· ·t i·,)1· tf 1 ~ ir 1·i ght~ . d th . . 

. . ~ , . . an e sat1sf action of 
their b4\stc tl t't' t.ls . l ltt' ll't·l,,1·: ,t1c,1» ts ~ ti s < ' cf1 •, ti11111Jj sf1c<l hy the clarit f h 

b. · I · · · . Yo t e 
o ~Cl'lt\'t'S t\tll l 1·1 lt"ttt t ' s 1t t'sl•tl1l i:-; llt:s f'<) t" tf1 • ( J 1 1 i t ~<] ratj<Jns, to overcome 
poverty: t ) pu ~ nn 1:·11d to l'o11f I ict; 111c ·t ~he tt(·c<J ', c,f Africa; promote democracy 
t111<.1 tllc 1~t1lt' tlt 1 ,.,,. ~ ~1t1d 111·t) tect our cnv1r<,r1t11cr1t. And jt C<Jmcs with the highest 
possibl ~ l)t)l i tit'~ll ~1t1tl1ority - that of~ the hundred fj t"ty prc~jdent~ and prime 
111i11isters ~u1d othe1· wo14ld leaders who attended the Summit and adopted the 
Declaration. 

The vision for the 21st century enshrined in the millennium declaration 
reflects the far-reaching changes that occurred in the last decade of the 20th 
century. The radical transformation of the geopolitical environment, the 
accelerated globalization of the economy, the information revolution and the 
burgeoning presence of non-governmental organizations and other non-state 
actors have all had a major impact on the role of the United Nations and the 
way it operates. In the area of peace-keeping for example, the United Nations 
has had to conduct a new type of operations. Missions in decades past were 
most likely to involve positioning a neutral force along a cease-fire line to 
monitor the situation. The new missions are far more complex, and typically 
involve not only the establishment of minimum security conditions by military 
contingents, but also such tasks as the holding of elections, the disarming of 
combatants, the repatriation of refugees, and the revival of the economy. In the 
cases of Kosovo and East Timor the United Nations is assuming 
responsibilities similar to that of a government in the management of those 
territories. When observers discuss this new style of peace mission, they often 
pause to reflect and not without reason on the tragic examples of Somalia, 
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Bosnia, and Ruwanda, and wonder whether the u · ruted Nati · 
I can assure you that the United Nations has gone thr ons 18 up to the job. 

. . . ' as rawn clear les 
the same time, it is often forgotten that even as th d·fr· . sons. But at . . . ose I icult1es w 
occurring, the United Nat1ons was successfully ca . ere . . . . . rry1ng out co 

. ' ' a va or and E t Sl . to name JU St a few. as oven1a, 

If tod<ly Wt."' ~l1·l~ i11 ~' 1><lsi1 i c> 11 t <> clis ·l1u1·pc (>Ur respo ,·b·l· · 
. K I I ' , I'. . . ~ ns1 I it1es honorably 
1n osovo tlll( ~' 1 s t 111l()1·, 11\ S tt· 1·1·1t I ~L~<>11 • ttt1cf ;11 the d . . . . . . cmocrat1c Republic of 
the Congo, tt is I' .. ·•llts .. (>I tilt (. 1> ·1·1 · 1~ < · • ' it i r1t!d <>vcr the , ·t <l d , . pas eca e, and 
becat1s ~ c t tl1 ~ 111\1lt"\)\' l'l11l' lll ~ ' t' l1 :tvl· t11•t<J , j,. tl i'l Jla,, ·1n<1 th · · 

' t ,, 1:1 C\e m1ss1ons. The 
last d 'L'~l it' l\•l , : t l~,> '' "t'11 ;1 lll"<>< l t1t~ ti vl· <>tlt; f <>r tf1c; l j r1jtcd Natjons in the 
eco11<ltllil' ~\Illl ~\ll' i ~ 1l ~t1•t' \l S. tl,11 111aj<)r C<>1lf 'erc11cc~ ,,f the 9fJ'~ on the 
en, ; i1·t)t1111t'tlt. I)<.l(lt1l~1titlll. l1u111a11 ri ghts, children, hurnan ~ettJements , social 
de\1elo1111 Ill. ~u1d t11e advancement of women have all \erved to update the 
legi '\ l~1ti,~e frru11e\ 01·k and to formulate strategies that now serve as guidelines 
for all nited Nations activities in those areas. There is no doubt in my mind as 
to the positive long-term impact of such agreements. To take only one example 
that is dear to me, no one can over estimate how significant those conferences 
have been in terms of improvements in the legal, political .. economic and social 
status of women across the globe. They have led to open discussions of such 
taboo subjects as genital mutilation and contraception. They have enabled civil 
society to become organized and express opinions, while allowing governments 
to benefit from the experience of other countries. And they have created for the 
women of the world a set of standards against which to measure performance in 
their own country. The struggle for gender equality is far from over, but 
because of those conferences, it is continuing in a much more favorable and 

supportive international environment. 
Today, the topics of concern to people around the world are lai:gely 

. · hi h · making econonnes and 
related to the phenomenon of global1zat1on, w c is . 

. . . Th · d ning gap between nch 
soc1et1es more interdependent than ever. e w1 e . . 

· ts illicit trafficking in arms 
countries and poor countries, population movemen ' · . th 

. hese are all topics on e 

· · t · w accepte t a in 1 
agenda of the United Nations, since 1 is no rnmental 

h · Increasingly non-gove 
cannot manage such issues on t err own. ' ntributing to the 

d b · ess leaders are co 
organizations, scientists, scholars, an us1n ' 

debates. tal organizations in 
We have long been working with non-governmen 



providing hu1nanitarian relief~ or in promoting development. But now new 
types of partnership~ ai·e emerging. Last year. when the Economic and Social 
Council decided to devote it~ annual ministerial ession to information 
technology, it invited (:l nL1rnber of representatives from the private sector to 
pa1·ticipate in this W<)rk. Ar1 e:1dvi~c)ry cour1cil i11volving governn1ents, the 
private sector, and no11 - gc>ve1·1111\c11t;tl ()J.!!tlni1,tti(>n~. wil l ~O()n be formed to 
contin ue the di;.1 J <>gl1<.~ ~' itf1 tl•(>s .. \,Vt1<> rlrt· t1L~ s r r114tt~t~< l t<> preclict how 
techno]<)gies wi ll ·vtll\t'. :tttll llt>\\I tl1l·)' .• ,,, f) c:. t1 ''.) t•tl t<> :-; ·1·v ~ tl1c! development of 
the f)O()fCSt (.'()ll l\( t " it'~ ' Cllt

1

\t• •• 1 ~ ,, llltl I 111t·ly 11 ·:11{) <>f' tJ1. 1·~lllJ<>uc.; 1-biJJ ion 
d<)Jl t1r {f cl t l~1 l il)1 1 t'1\,1 11 ·1 l·\l 'I \111•t·1 1 lt1 \ lat ·t, >'''''' 1,, .• ,,J ·11t r ·fer·1<:d a 1ninute 

<lgt). Wl· tl , l l\t' l~~l)l·t1,• 1tl ' t· t\')''' 111 11 . l•tt11tl1 Y• :•1 . l1c,11~ ~11 i1;1t r~sults c;an be 
tlt .. llil' \ ' t'tf l,~ ' '''tkttl '-' \\ itll ,\ 1~11\ .\le· fttt111, J.ttff1t1 Jt1 li1 .. f1lJJ <1t) cr \/ ~JfJC(; <){ the 
~11·it ll' iI'lts ~ttt~i t'ti~~•tt\t"s ,lf t l1t· \J111l<·( I N !1t t<Jt1 , ,-f t.{ .. t .. , t' lary f1er1cra} a1~0 
Ct)ttsitll't·~ ti \ 1·, ttll\)'11t :1tt t tt) t · t1l t~ t tl1t· l > t lf) 1 11<· · ~,. , ., ttJt 11 ~. ict, fJ14yt-> f>uch a key 
i·c_) lt' itl tl\l' '' 't"l"t (;'\"\ ) t t )t\l )•. 1\S :1 J l(l rt nt~r i r1 W(,rkir1f! t<J it' ... ~i 1c c 11<~ ~<>al~ cJfthe 

T 11itl' '-i N ,\ti ll\~ . 

.. !' ~ llll 11l,1~ k.110\ , two yea1~s ago at Davo), a trarne Jl'JTY <Jf ~hared 

stm1d!ird$ ~tll \.i '\.1lidarit. ~ was formulated. These companie~ hC!·.'e alYJ taken the 
enligl1tened :tep f acting on their own initiative. That is, the)'. re not v..~aiting 
for go,·en1111ents to pass laws, but rather are doing what they can in their sphere 
of int1uence to bring positive change in these areas. They',·e also understood 
that not taking such initiatives is the best way to see these issues to get tied up 
with a trade agenda, thereby saddling the trading system \\1ith a burden it v;as 
not meant to bear. You're entitled to ask whether the United ~ations system of 
agencies, programs, and funds is capable of fulfilling the \'ision set out in the 
Millennium Declaration. I said earlier that the United Nations is al\\·ays 
changing with the times. But in addition, since 1997 when Kofi Anan was 
elected Secretary General, we've been engaged in a special refor1n effort that 
the Secretary General has described as a quiet revolution. Those ref orrns have 
led to substantial improvements and coordination among the various 
components of the United Nations system, and less duplication of work. If th,e 
international community were to redesign the United Nations from scratch, I m 
sure it would give it a less complicated architecture than the one we have. ~ut 1 

· d N · tern as 1t believe we are in the process of proving that the Unite at1ons sys 
· d i· · t value for money to exists now, can perform more efficiently, e 1venng grea er 

the people it exists to serve. . te of zero 
The regular budget of the United Nations has been kept in a sta 
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norninaJ growth f--<Jr the P'tst ix )' t;C.11· .. . \\' l1ich 111e<.tns thc.tt ou1· rec:tl res tii·ce h <:l e 
slJrunk yec.11· af'te1· yec.11·. Yet the 111ar1dc.1tes e11t1·t1sted t(> the Secret,11·i<1t b)' the 
V«:lJ'i<.1US org<.lflS of· the nited ation .. continue tl) increase. rfhanks tc) the 
ID(ldei·nization of <)u1· n1anagen1ent inetl1ods .. the intensi\1e t1se elf. i11f'c_lrtncttion 
technology, and a great deal of hard work by ~ta1·t·. ~'e ·re _just <Jb<)Ut 111,111aging 
to meet the de1nands ot" our member ~tate . But I must ay that the 0 1,1c.·hine. 1~ 
now stretched cJo e to the breaking point. Our core budget is 1.2 billion dc>llftrs 
a year. Less than that of· tl1e Y 1:-ire l cpc.trtr11cr1t. l ,l1e entire United Nations 
system, not inc lt1ding tt1 ~ W < >r·Jcl 13~111k (>I" tt1e I 11t ~ r·11t1tic>n,1l Mc)11et<lry Fu11d, 
spends so111e 1()111illi tl ll (il> ll ~tr·s t :l ·J1 :tr·, tW<> tt1i1·c.ts t)f. it f r<> 111 vc) lu11ta1·y 
contributio11s J"t.l)tll llll'tlil)l'I" sl:11t·s; j11 ~ 1 :a lt1i1·(t <>f Nt w Y(>Jk C,1ty'~ budget. 
C()TISidcritl~' \\11\Lll tit•\ l\ l(t l Ill >11 l11 h ltJ : 1< ' <1 ()fllf))j,.,JJ l'e-ltfl y 'C.ll', tllCSC 

11u111ht•r, ll1t' 1\tlt t ' "' t· ~~ ·' · 111 11i. '•1•1111 •11 J 1 rJ 11 :tJ~,, t ·JJ yc>t l tliat the Secretary 
G c 1 lt' 1·~ \ 1 l 1 r\ s t • t k t • 1 l it"· t t' '1 ' 11 ' , ' 11 t I 1 • • f'" • 1 1 • • • 1 ' ) f 1 '· f ' > 1 11 J r t 1; 1 t f ; J J J t 111 lJ er h i c;, 

t\lttl\t)tit)•. '"l' ltc'tl' ttl" \ll \ t~t•t ', (', .,~lcl1l1t111 iJ t il Jit • t·, 11> tt11 r; JJIC) •1· s·> <1n which <)n)y 
tllt' tlll'ltll "t ~t.tt ':-; \ ' ,\ll t.lk(· tit·, 1 ~ 1c111 , ()tf' ~ 1r11z ;,t1<~11 Jr ,,,, t}1 · l"A:<Jtl<>rni c 
Cl)\l1t\\i$Sl\)l\ t~1t l '* \1t,l\:tl~ . tlt(' l .N. ·,>tlf<·r · 11< (. <>t• 'J 1;11J1· !.tricJ fJ,;Vt;Jc,pment, and 

tl1' l 1 111 ll1~tt i,\\ })('\ t' lt1])tlll"tll C>r i~~111iz;ttjcJn ~1 ~1 1c t;1.,cr1 ur> lh1b ct1(:t] Jenge and 

ll~l' 1 'i~sif,tl.. tl1c ''''l tl1cy wo1·k. But at the sarnc irnc 'Jtr11.;r inter-
gt)' ~n1111 '.\11t,ll 1 t~t)1·111s are movi11g inore slowJy. f4<Jr eY.orr1p;f; dt".,p1tc many 
) e~U'S 1t~ i11te11 --e di -- u ion , member tate5 have not yet managed trJ agree on a 
fonnula tor the enlargement of the Security Council. So there remain~ a 
con-iderable amount of important unfinished business . 

The new United Nations that I have been talking about toda:~~ can be seen 
in action to its response to the Aids epidemic. At this very moment. the 
Secretary General is in Nigeria, attending an African Summit on infectious 
diseases, where tomorrow he will make a major speech setting out the priorities 
that must guide all of us in the battle against HIV-Aids. African presidents and 
prime ministers, the United Nations partners and others in\·ol\'ed are meeting 
because Aids is having its worst effect in Africa. But Aids is a global problem, 
as experienced elsewhere, as already demonstrated , and as the rapidly widening 
impact of the disease in South Asia and Eastern Europe will attest. That is why 
in June the General Assembly will hold a special session on this subject. The 
Secretary General, for his part, has been trying to raise the profile of the issue 

in both the developing and the developed world. The new United Nations can 
be seen here through the involvement of major non-state actors. Among these 
are the major pharmaceutical companies whose products and research are 
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cruci~l in_gredients. Foundations are also an important part of the picture. The 
contr1but1on of more than 850 million dollars from the Bill and Melinda G 
F d · f . . ates 

oun at1on to 1nance immunization research is an invaluable act of 
philanthropy which I hope will be an inspiration to others. 

The United Nations is also pooling its own resources and efforts as never 
before. UNA, the embassy leading this battle is actually a coalition of six 
United Nations agencies working together on everything from overall strateg 

of initiatives on diff' rent a~pec t s of th · issu ·in recent months. The Secretary 
General to n101To\v \vi ii skt.: tch 0 111 "co1npr ·h ·11s iv(• strategy covering all 
aspects ot· tl1is isst it~ . 1·1t) fl\ 1)t l' \ 'l' 11ti <> tl , tf11·<>u 1t1 c;1rc ilnd treatment, to support 
for or·pl14.1ns ~•11tl ( )tl1t '1· \ jt1l1lt'" t':tf1l t· 11 1'c)t11>!-t . 11 "' will also address the key question 
of how ~111tl1 is 111 i~' t1t llt' l'\tl\llt·< I. I l is l1<)fl is tl1at ~peaking out on these matters 
now \Vtll l1t'li1 tilt' .. lt11tt' ~ l)t'l· i • 1l Sl'"SSi<J11 tt> h~tvc the greate~t possible effect. I 
urge y t)tl t\) 1)~1~· itttc11t il111 . W 01·kir1g together we can and we must defeat this 
scourge. 

~ 

Ladies <.l11d gentle1nen, in the era of globalization and accelerating 
interdepe11dence .. the world needs a more effective United Nations. Despite its 
shortco111ings .. the UN still embodies our hopes for a just and peaceful world. 
No part of the world today can afford to ignore the problems affecting other 
regions, even the most remote. Human solidarity is not merely a moral 
imperative. It serves the long term interests of all. I hope I have shown you that 
the UN is a dynamic organization, closely attuned to the realities of the new 
century. And I hope as we move ahead that we will be able to count on your 
commitment and on your support. I thank you very much for your attention. 

[Applause] 
PRESIDENT LUCE: Thank you Mme. Frechette. Mme. Frechette bas 

indicated a willingness to respond to· questions. 
QUESTION: What is the UN doing about the Islamic slave trade by 

black Christians in Africa? 
MME. F: I think it's an issue that revolves largely around traffic in 

children for forced labor. The agency that is the best place to deal with that is 
Unicef, and Unicef has been very active. Sometimes very publicly in . 
advocating. Sometimes more discreetly in trying to negotiate an end to this 
practice. We also have had for the last three years, a special adviser to the 
Secretary General on children in armed conflict. Very often, the slavery , 
dimension or the traffic in human beings, and they usually are young - they re 
usually children - is quite connected to armed conflict, and therefore we are 
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f f '&orts there in working not only on the immediate problem 
· g a lot o e 1

1 
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putttn t to have more realistic approaches to putting an end to these 
. · but to ry . . 
ont11cts w tc . . 

c QUESTION: Does it make It better or worse for the cluldren? 
MME· F: If you're talking specifically about the buy-back progran1, I 

.nk h opinions are deeply divided on whether or not a buy-back program is thi t e . . . . 

encourage more kidnappings, so that people end up trad1~g more If there s a 
b -back program. On the <lth •r hand, what <)ther strateg1es are there to have 

clear and simple ~t11swt r. 'l'J1 ' 1 t' , ,,~ • v ~ 1·y cl ~ ~ 1>JyM t1c l < i views on both sides of the 

argument. 
QUES'l"ltlN: 11 t,' tile l JN ·ti11<I ·11111 ·(J fl1 ••1 ~! 

MME.~': l'llt' l JN l\tts t) ' t: tl v ·r·y (i'; ,1· ·f tJJ <>tJ ttiat f>artjcuJar issue, simply 
because - ru1d it 's tht' s'llllt', 11 ·tll ~1· y<>tt ' re talking abl>Ut buying back children 
who've been t \\kt'Il i11t) sl<1 ry, or you ' re talking ab<>Ut buying back weapons 
in the conte ·t of di arn1arnent, a demobilization program. AJJ these programs 
have to be de igned ery, very carefully, not to create a market. I cannot say the 
practice i bad or good. But what I have to say is that if it's going to have the 
positive impact that one is seeking, it has to be designed very carefully, so that 
it doesn tin fact generate more trafficking and doesn't create a market. We see 
that in our demobilization programs in conflict situations all the ti1ne. If you 
start buying back weapons and there's no control mechanism, people will come 
and sell you their weapons, they'll use the money and buy some more and sell 
them back to you. 

QUESTION: Mme. Secretary, will you comment please on the United 
Nations committee on who should use outer space, and pa1·ticularly on the very 
• 

lDlportant treaty which contributed so much to world peace. 
. · F: I think most members of the UN view this treaty as an 
~mportant development in the arsenal if I may put it this way of 
ms~ments that the international community can use to prevent the 
P~oliferation of weapons. This is (I'm not sure that I can say that much more) 
VIe~ed, I think, by most members as a very important piece of a bigger puzzle, 

o achiev· d · 1ng gra ual disarmament and so on p . 
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workings of the United Nations and the important and extraordinarily diff. 
d f 1 . b h . d · 1CU1t an success u JO s t at it oes in so many ways. I ' d like to make short m . 

Veterans Day. [Applause] And in this connection, I'd particularly like to 
compliment our colleague and friend, Michael Baum, who is the Consul 
General of Australia. [Applause]. 

ia ~ 

I now have the privilege of taking advantage of a tradition of the Union 
League Club which is to pres 111· <)L11· I l(ll1<>r·ee with a bust of Abraham Lincoln. 
[Applause]. We do this witl\ tl1it11k s l<> <>t11· l)ilgr·i1n Colleague and member of 
this club, Chuck Witl(lS()I~ . rl'l1 ~ IJll St (),. I ,ifl(. ())J) by I jC() Cherne owes its 

inspiration to th l41st 11l1t1l<> , l'(lllll <>f' tl1l; f >r· ·sicier1t, taken hy Alexander Gardne,r 
on April ·10, l 65, t·(lU1· clt\ys ll ~t·<)I'" • l ji11c,>Jr1 ' s dc;1th. I~<) Cherne was a 

successful bt1sit1t:ss111t\Il tt11d 1)l1iltt11thr<>pist wh<>~c p<>rtrait~ jn bronze appear in 
several intemationttl collections. Carl Sandberg caJJed Cheme' s Lincoln, ''A 
superbly keen culpture. It is the best representative of c]a'-;sic art of shaping of 
Lincoln that I have met.'' Cherne made four original casts of his Lincoln in 
1956. At present, one of them is in the White House, one belongs to the 
Federation House Foundation. One was given by President Eisenhower to 
Prime Minister Nehru of India, and one was donated by Cherne to the Union 
League Club because the Club President at the time, Carl Hogarth, was 
Cheme's good friend. So it is my very special pleasure to present Deputy 
Secretary General Frechette a copy of the Lincoln bust. Thank you all for 
coming. The meeting is adjourned . 
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